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Panthers Figure Skating Club’s Franchesca Chiera 
Wins Silver at U.S. Junior Nationals

SUNRISE, Fla. – Sunrise Sports & Entertainment announced today that Franchesca Chiera of the Florida Panthers Figure Skating Club skating out of incredible ICE in Coral Springs, recently placed second among 42 skaters at the U.S. Figure Skating Junior Nationals in Strongsville, Ohio. Chiera’s second-place finish makes her one of the highest placing South Florida figure skaters in U.S. Junior Nationals history. 

“I want to congratulate Franchesca and her family on an incredible performance at Junior Nationals,” said incredible ICE figure skating director Nancy Mariani. “Not only is Franchesca’s performance an amazing accomplishment for her personally, but it also proves that top notch Florida skaters can live and train in the state and still compete and succeed at the highest levels.”

Chiera, 12, finished second to Dyllan McIntee of Phoenix, with a clean program and score of 54.11. McIntee’s routine had a higher starting value and scored a 56.25. Chiera had posted the top score of 42 skaters in the preliminary round. 

“I wanted to skate well and make my family and coaches proud and I think I accomplished that,” Chiera said. “I’m looking forward to moving up to the intermediate level and continuing to represent the Panthers Figure Skating Club.”

Chiera earned her first trip to Nationals by winning the South Atlantic Regional in October. She has been skating since age two and puts in 2-3 hours of training, five days a week at incredible ICE in Coral Springs. She is coached by Artem Torgashev and Ilona Menichenko, who are former skaters on the Soviet National Team and Russian All-Stars World Tour. 

“This was her first goal,” Melnichenko says. “She is a very hard worker, and next year she will be moving up to the intermediate level. We are very proud of her and how she performed.” 

For more information on incredible ICE and its programs please call 954.341.9956 or log on to incredibleice.com. 

Sunrise Sports & Entertainment is the premier company of its kind in South Florida. Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, MySpace and YouTube. Home to more than 200 events annually and the Florida Panthers Hockey Club, the BankAtlantic Center was a finalist for Arena of the Year in annual awards given by trade publication Pollstar. The BankAtlantic Center welcomes more than two million guests each year and is also the home of Sawgrass Live presented by BankAtlantic. 
-WWW.BANKATLANTICCENTER.COM-
